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About the Composition

As the opening timpani roll crescendos into the powerful ensemble sustains in the first eight bars, Echoes

L . . . . 4
Of The Cape creates a dramatic image from the outset. Written in the F mixolydian mode at a fast 4
tempo, there are elements of Irish and Scottish music throughout. The high wind melodies are styled
after jigs and reels, and the low winds frequently accompany with sustained pedal points (reminiscent
of bagpipe drones). Active tom figures in the percussion section propel the piece forward and create the
driving folk-dance feel found in Irish and Scottish tunes.

The introduction in mm. 1-10 is played powerfully and gradually decrescendos into the (A) melody at
m. 11. The main theme is first stated lyrically in mm. 11-18 with flute and clarinet, accompanied only
by occasional xylophone and slapstick hits. The energy ramps up in mm. 19-26 as the trumpets take
over the tune, supported by the full ensemble on single, accented hits. As more of the high winds are
added to the melody in m. 27-35, the low winds play sustained drone-like pedal points with a few stac-
cato phrases. The band is playing full-out on the tutti figures in mm. 35-42 before the piece shifts to the
legato, trumpet melody over ensemble hits in m. 43.

Variations to the straight melodic rhythm are the syncopated figures in mm. 34, 42, 52 and 75.
Developments on motif fragments are explored throughout the group in mm. 49-59, ending the section
with question and answer figures in mm. 58-59. The high woodwinds restate the melody at m. 60 with
“stop time” hits in the low winds and percussion. The band again plays full-out in the ensemble section
in mm. 68-75, supported by punctuated accents in the low winds and percussion.

Measures 76-81 are played slightly slower. Motif fragments enter at staggered intervals throughout the
ensemble, and the harmonic progression descends as the piece builds to the ultimate tutti figures in
mm. 80-81.

About the Composer

Alan Lee Silva is a composer, arranger, and orchestrator whose credits include the feature films
Cinderella 3 and Enough, and television’s 7th Heaven, Brothers and Sisters, and Soul Collector. He
scored the independent films Animated American, Full Moon Fables and Eli’'s Coming, orchestrated the
Broadway play Liberty Smith and has written songs, arrangements, and background music for theme
parks all over the world, including Sea World’s Aquatica, Tokyo Disney Sea, Universal Studios Japan
and Sesame Place.

Alan has enjoyed working with an eclectic mix of clients, including Disney Cruise Lines, Sesame Street,
Susan Egan, The Nuclear Whales Saxophone Orchestra, and KISS. His catalogue for Concert Band and
String Orchestra is published by Carl Fischer, and his contemporary jazz piece The Flight was a favorite
on San Francisco radio stations.

Alan lives in Culver City, CA with his wife and two daughters.
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